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Proclamation 5253 of October 9,1984 

Fire Prevention Week, 1984 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Each year, fire strikes one out of ten homes in our country. Our Nation 
leads the world in technological achievements but, unfortunately, it also 
leads the world in per capita fire losses. Every hour one person dies, and 
every month $2 billion is lost as a result of fire. Between 2 percent and 3 
percent of our gross national product is consumed in fires annually. 

It is encouraging to note that, due to the increase in public fire education 
efforts and use of smoke detectors, there has been a leveling off of fire 
deaths in recent years. Many homes, however, are still without these safety 
devices, and I urge community leaders to encourage their use and empha
size the need to keep them in good working order. 

Removing the threat of fire from our families and businesses is a national 
priority. New initiatives are needed to educate the public concerning fire 
safety and to advise them how they may prevent or survive fire situations. 
More and more private sector and volunteer organizations are joining the 
efforts to reduce the Nation's fire loss and this is commendable. 

Special recognition is due the efforts of over a million men and women, 
both volunteer and career, of our Nation's fire services who daily risk their 
lives to protect others. It is appropriate that we take time to thank them for 
their unselfish dedication to the principle of helping others in desperate 
need. Americans should also appreciate the work of all organizations con
cerned with fire prevention and control efforts—in particular those which 
are members of the Joint Council of National Fire Service Organizations. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate the week of October 7 through 13, 1984, as 
Fire Prevention Week. I call upon the people of the United States and inter
ested groups, volunteer organizations, businesses, and governmental organi
zations to plan and to participate in fire prevention activities during this 
week. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 9th day of Oc
tober, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-four, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and ninth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5254 of October 9, 1984 

Mental Illness Awareness Week, 1984 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Mental illnesses are among the most misunderstood disorders. As a result, 
many of our citizens experience unnecessary pain. Stigma—a by-product of 
fear and misunderstanding—places an unwarranted burden on those with 
mental disorders and their families. It is of particular concern that the 
stigma associated with these problems often discourages people from seek
ing the help they need. 
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A recent National Institute of Mental Health research study found that one-
fifth of adult Americans—over 24 million people—suffered a diagnosable 
mental disorder in the previous six months. In addition, an estimated 12 
million children in this country have a mental disorder. Many will never 
reach full potential because their illnesses will go unrecognized and un
treated. 

The cost of mental illnesses to this Nation is in excess of $50 billion annu
ally in health care and lost productivity. The cost in human suffering is 
beyond reckoning; however, the promise of relief is becoming a reality for 
many. 

Research during recent decades has led to new and more effective drug, be
havioral, and psychosocial treatments. For many, the pain of depression 
can be eased, suicide prevented, hallucinations and delusions assuaged, 
and crippling anxieties eliminated. Many children vulnerable to serious de
velopmental and psychological problems can be protected by early diagno
sis and intervention. 

In recognition of the unparalleled growth in scientific knowledge about 
mental illnesses and the need to increase awareness of such knowledge. 

Ante, p. 1765. the Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 322, has designated the week be
ginning October 7, 1984 as "Mental Illness Awareness Week" and author
ized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of 
this week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning October 7, 1984, as 
Mental Illness Awareness Week. I call upon all health providers, educators, 
the media, public and private organizations, and the people of the United 
States to observe this week by participating in appropriate ceremonies and 
activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of 
October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-four, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
ninth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5255 of October 11,1984 

Smokey Bear Week, 1984 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Our forests and grasslands constitute a major renewable natural resource 
of the Nation. As such, they must be carefully nurtured and protected if we 
are to pass on their precious legacy of use and enjoyment to future genera
tions of Americans. 

The importance of forests and grasslands to the stability of our environ
ment in terms of air quality, water, wildlife, range, timber, and recreation is 
beyond calculation. Furthermore, the list of products from these lands that 
enhance our lives is extensive. 
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